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OVER the past few months, South 
African consumers have been hit 
by steep price increases that have 
dramatically affected their quality 

of life. It has become increasingly more ex-
pensive to buy food and other essentials, to 
pay for basic services and to use public or 
private transportation. 

While these rising costs affect everyone, 
low-income households are feeling them 
the most. The latest Consumer Price Index 
for April 2022 published by Stats SA shows 
there has been little respite for hard-pressed 
South Africans. 

Food inflation was recorded at 6.2 per cent. 
The most basic foodstuffs cost more than 
a year ago, with staples like cooking oil re-
cording the highest increases. 

Rising cost of living calls 
for a united response

10 – 16 June 2022

MK Liberation War 
Veterans pledge to 
advance Renewal and Unity 

n By President Cyril Ramaphosa 

Dear Mr President
From Alexandra to Loeries-
fontein: Relief in Sight
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The price of fuel, which affects 
the price of almost everything 
else, has risen by a third in the 
twelve months to March 2022. 
South Africa is not alone in this 
regard. 

A recently published poll for the 
World Economic Forum shows 
that nearly a quarter of people 
globally, including those in devel-
oped economies, are struggling 
financially due to rising prices. 

These increases, particularly 
the price of fuel, are the conse-
quence of events over which we 
have little control. 

The ongoing conflict between 
Russia and Ukraine has had a 
significant impact on the price of 
fuel and food. Both countries are 
major exporters to international 
markets of fertilisers, grains and 
oilseeds that are needed for a 
range of items such as cooking 
oil. 

Another factor is lower agricultur-
al output due to extreme weath-
er events caused by climate 
change, such as flooding and 
droughts. 

While many of these events are 
beyond our control, government 
is doing what it can to shield the 
South African from current and 
future price increases. 

One of our greatest advantages 
as a country is a strong, inde-
pendent Reserve Bank that has 
managed to keep inflation within 
a narrow target range, well below 
what many other countries are 
experiencing. 

Last week, we announced that 
the fuel levy will be suspended 
for another two months to Au-
gust, which will bring some relief 
to households. The suspension 
of the levy has provided essen-
tial relief to South Africans since 
it began in April. 

Since the suspension of the levy 
comes at a significant cost to pub-
lic finances, which affects other 
programmes of government, it 
will be difficult to continue this 
indefinitely. There are, however, 
other things we can do. 

Improving our nation’s food secu-
rity is vital to withstanding this and 
future shocks. We have a strong 
agricultural sector that continues 
to grow and create jobs. 

To further increase agricultural 
production and strengthen our 
food sovereignty, we are invest-
ing heavily in improving local 
capacity, supporting commercial 
and small-scale farmers alike 
and helping more people to grow 
their own food. 

Through the Presidential Employ-
ment Stimulus, input vouchers 
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have been given to over 65,000 
smallholder farmers, and work is 
underway to reach 250,000 such 
farmers. 

Government is also providing 
subsistence farmers with fer-
tilisers and equipment to produce 
food, and helping groups or in-
dividuals to start their own food 
gardens. 

In provinces like North West, 
small-scale farmers are support-
ed with agricultural ‘starterpacks’ 
of seedlings and poultry, in part-
nership with local agricultural col-
leges. 

Through the Pro-Active Land 
Acquisition Strategy and the re-
lease of state-owned land for ag-
riculture, we are supporting more 
small-scale farmers to expand 
their businesses and make them 
commercially successful. 

We are also focusing on establish-
ing more public-private partner-
ships to support the expansion of 
black commercial farming through 
initiatives like the Partners in Agri 
Land Solutions and the Agricultur-
al Development Agency. 

To enhance biosecurity and safe-
guard animal health against dis-
eases like foot-and-mouth, we 
are strengthening our animal 
movement control measures and 
vaccine production capabilities. 

In addition to boosting local food 
production, our extensive social 
grants system and zero-rating of 
basic goods helps to protect the 
poor from rising costs. Through 
free basic services like water 
and electricity for indigent house-
holds, we can ensure that no fam-
ily goes without basic services. 

To get through this difficult peri-
od, all of society should get in-
volved. For our part, government 
will continue to monitor the situa-

tion closely and will do everything 
within its power to protect South 
Africans from unsustainable in-
creases in the cost of living. 

Corporate South Africa should en-
sure that consumers do not pay 
more for food than they have to. 

We welcome the indications from 
food manufacturers and retailers 
that they are putting measures 
in place to help consumers get 
more for their money. 

In March this year the Compe-
tition Commission released for 
public comment the terms of ref-
erence for a market enquiry into 

the fresh produce market. It noted 
that the cost of fresh produce has 
been increasing at above-inflation 
levels, and that this has had a dis-
proportionate effect on the poor. 

The inquiry will examine if there 
are any distortions in the value 
chain that make food more ex-
pensive. We will use our compe-
tition policy to protect consumers 
against unjustifiable price increas-
es and anticompetitive practices 
by businesses, as we did during 
the COVID-19 pandemic. 

The ongoing process of struc-
tural reform of our economy will 
support these efforts. Reforms 
in the energy, transport and tele-
communications sectors aim to 
reduce the cost of electricity, lo-
gistics and data in the long term 
through greater competition and 
efficiency. 

We should be paying less, not 
more, for these services in the 
future. Though oil prices and ex-
treme weather are events over 
which we have little control, there 
is still much we can do, as gov-
ernment, business, labour and 
communities to help the people 
of South Africa through this diffi-
cult time. 

In addition to boosting 
local food production, 
our extensive social 
grants system and 

zero-rating of basic 
goods helps to protect 

the poor from rising 
costs. 

“
‘‘
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Dear Mr President

SEVEN months ago, Maria 
Siya from Clovedene in 
the East Rand was worried 
and frustrated. The Nation-

al Treasury had just announced 
there was no money to sustain 
the COVID-19 social distress 
relief grant beyond March 2022. 
The 35-year old Siya told The 
Sowetan that she did not know 
how she would survive without 
the R350 monthly grant.

“I literally began counting down 
the months after watching the 
budget speech. It’s been very 
hard and the little money really 
saw me through the rainy days,” 
she told the newspaper.

“I sell every little thing I can to 
make extra cash as I lost my job 
long ago. The grant is to pay rent 
for our shack, for food, school 
and transportation”.

Similarly worried was Glad-
ys Makwakwa, the 32-year-old 
mother of four from Alexandra.

“I am not happy at all. The R350 
helped me a lot. I fear I am going 
to struggle and not be able to buy 
more bread for my children. Food 
is expensive nowadays. Without 
the R350 I will not be able to af-
ford more food,” Makwakwa said.
She receives a R1 840 child sup-
port grant for her children aged 
15, 12 and twins aged seven. 

She qualified for the R350 grant 
after it was extended to caregiv-
ers who are receiving the child 
support grant. Makwakwa said 
the R350 was a much-needed fi-
nancial boost for her.

“The R350 helped me to buy 
more meat and bread so that it 
can last us for the whole month. I 
also used it to buy clothes for my 
children and give them pocket 
money. Now that it won’t be ex-
tended, I fear that I would have 
to go and ask for loans from peo-
ple,” she said.
 
The grant was first introduced in 
2020 and distributed in terms of 
the Disaster Management Act to 

assist those who were adversely 
affected by the COVID-19 pan-
demic.

While this was meant as a stop-
gap measure to mitigate the im-
pact of the pandemic on people 
who lost livelihoods, the grant 
has proven to be a lifesaver for 
many households.

The caring government of the Af-
rican National Congress heeded 
the cries of Makwakwa and Siya 
and duly extended the grant to 
March 2023.

The grant, which will resume this 
month, comes in handy to almost 
9 million recipients.

Mr President, it is not a secret 
that hunger had been stalking our 
land even before the pandemic 
worsened the situation.

The pandemic has ravaged lives 
and livelihoods and forced all of 
us to think outside the box to al-
leviate the burden, particularly on 
the vulnerable.

The National Treasury has had 
to pull a rabbit out of the hat to 
ensure that our people continue 
to receive this vital social security 
grant without which many go to 
bed hungry.

The grant has undoubtedly 
brought relief to people who have 
no income and cannot be allowed 

Comrade Pule Mabe

From Alexandra to Loeriesfontein: 
Relief in Sight
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to fall between the cracks.

In the little town of Loeriesfon-
tein in Namaqualand, part of the 
Western Karoo, the social relief 
of distress grant has made a ma-
jor difference. The Daily Maverick 
reported in July 2020 that even 
before the outbreak of COVID-19 
pandemic, almost 60% of house-
holds had a per capita income at 
or below South Africa’s pover-
ty line (R1 227 per month), with 
50% of the economically active 
population unemployed and al-
most two thirds of households 
receiving at least one SASSA 
grant. 

The Daily Maverick calculated 
that in a context of not simply se-
vere poverty, but widespread and 
chronic unemployment, the injec-
tion of the additional grant mon-
ey and other established grants 
lifted 27% of households current-
ly falling below the official upper 
poverty line, above the threshold.
“Almost perversely, from a strict-
ly income perspective, a signifi-
cant proportion of Loeriesfontein 
households could be considered 
financially better off during the 
COVID-19 pandemic than they 
were before and will be after the 
pandemic is over, and the grant 
top-ups removed,” reported the 
media outlet.

It has been said that ours is one 
of the most unequal societies 
in the world, and this incubates 
unimaginable social upheavals 
such as we witnessed during the 
July riots in KwaZulu-Natal and 
Gauteng when people went on 
looting sprees.

Anecdotal evidence also shows 
that during the months when peo-
ple have access to the grants, 
there are fewer cases of house-
hold robbery reported to the po-
lice.

During these days when the cost 
of living has escalated, we ac-
knowledge that R350 is not ad-
equate to address the nutritional 
needs of our people. However, we 
further recognise that the money 
goes some way to alleviate pov-
erty and makes a difference in 
their lives.

Our high rate of intractable un-
employment and low economic 
growth has exposed the deep 
fissures that threaten our stability 
as a country.

The provision of the COVID-19 
distress relief grant has fostered 
social cohesion and its uptake 
by the millions demonstrates the 
need to continue its provision. 

The detractors of the grant would 
have us believe that it breeds 
dependency without providing a 
solution on how to deal with pres-
ent difficulties faced by the poor-
est of the poor. It is true that with-
out a growing economy battered 
by the pandemic, it would not be 
possible to create jobs that would 
absorb the masses of the unem-
ployed. Of course, Mr President, 
the grants are not the panacea to 

the problems we face as a coun-
try.  It is a fact that quality edu-
cation and a growing economy 
would go a long way in reducing 
poverty, inequality and jobless-
ness. Hence the government has 
expanded access to basic and 
higher education through no-fee 
schools and free education. It is 
for this reason there are learner-
ships to upskill young people to 
enter the world of employment.

The ANC further welcomes the 
expansion of COVID-19 grant 
to be accessed at retail outlets 
to alleviate the pressure from 
the South African Post Office 
(SAPO). We have always seen 
the desperation outside post of-
fices across the country when 
our people queued for their 
much-needed grants and this 
measure will go a long way to en-
sure quicker access on days they 
are supposed to be paid.

Yours sincerely
 

Pule Mabe
National Spokesperson and Head of 
the Department of Information and 
Publicity

The story about Loeriesfontein in the Daily Maverick.



6 ANC Today

PERSPECTIVE

TH

ON the 21st May 
2022, the Na-
tional Institute 
of the South 

Africa (NISA) and the Uni-
versity of Johannesburg 
held a colloquium on land 
reform for social and eco-
nomic development. This 
theme was in line with 
the ANC 2012 conference 
resolution which said that 
the country had entered 
the second phase for so-
cial and economic trans-
formation.

The resolution was also 
in line with the struggle 
of the African people for 
political, social and eco-
nomic self-determination. With 
the democratic breakthrough 
of 1994, South African people 
achieved their right to political 
self-determination which empow-
ered the democratically elected 
ANC government to introduce a 
new constitution and to dismantle 
all the apartheid institutions and 
build a united, non-sexist and 
democratic society. This phase of 
the struggle was defined as the 
national democratic revolution 
(NDR).

Thus in 2012 the ANC correct-
ly resolved that the country had 
entered the second phase of the 
transition to social and economic 
transformation. This means that 
for the past ten years the people 
of South Africa have been striv-
ing to achieve their right to social 
and economic self-determination 
which is necessary to address 
the legacy of British and apart-
heid colonialism.

It appears that little, if any prog-

ress has been made in 
this regard. No wonder 
that South Africa has been 
characterised as the most 
unequal country in the 
world. Analysts are already 
characterising South Africa 
as a failed state. Be that as 
it may, many political ana-
lysts and opposition parties 
who criticise the ANC for 
failing to deliver services 
including the infrastructure, 
house, water and jobs, lose 
sight of the impediments to 
social and economic needs 
of the people.

South Africans do not 
search for some of the im-
pediments to social and 

economic development in the 
constitution itself. We are com-
placent in the belief that South 
Africa has one of the best consti-
tutions in the world, but we do not 
ask why such a constitution rep-
resents the most unequal country 
in the world.

The winds of change
When European imperialist pow-
ers realised that the winds of 
change were unstoppable and 

PART 1
 Land Reform for Social and 

Economic Development  
n By Prof Mathole Motshekga
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that their African colonies were 
involved in the struggle for free-
dom and independence, they 
quickly granted their colonies po-
litical independence and issued 
them with bills of right which re-
stricted their social and economic 
rights, in particular, land, proper-
ty and water rights. Thus, newly 
independent African communi-
ties continued to provide cheap 
labour to their former slave and 
colonial masters, and they re-
mained consumer communities. 
Thus, many independent African 
states are still economically de-
pendent on their former colonial 
masters

South Africa adapted a home-
grown constitution which was not 
imposed by any outside power. 
The ANC constitutional options 
were informed by the constitu-
tional guidelines for a democrat-
ic South Africa of 1988 and the 
Harare declaration of 1989. In 
their preamble, the guidelines 
identified and expressed the root 
cause of the South African prob-
lem as follows:
“Under the condition of contem-
porary South Africa, 87% of the 
land and 95% of the instruments 
of production of the country are 
in the hands of the ruling class 
which is solely drawn from the 

white community. It follows, 
therefore, that the mass of the 
people would continue to be con-
stitutionally trapped in poverty 
and remain as outsiders in the 
land of their birth”.

The guidelines contained claus-
es on the economy and land.

On the economy, the guidelines 
called on the state to ensure that 
the entire economy service the 
interest and well-being of the 
population and to reserve all the 
right to determine the general  
context in which economic life 
takes place and limit the rights 
and obligations attaching to the 
ownership and use of productive 
capacity.

On land, the guidelines called 
on the state to devise and imple-
ment a land reform programme 
that would, inter alia, abolish all 
racial restrictions on ownership 
and use of land and to implement 
land reforms in conformity with 
the principle of affirmative action, 
taking into account the status of 
victims of forced removals. In 
paragraph 16.8, the Harare dec-
laration called for the creation of 
an economy which  would pro-
mote and advance the well-being 
of all South Africans.

The Home grown South 
Africa Constitution
Although the South African con-
stitution was homegrown and not 
impressed by an outside pow-
er, the ANC was forced to make 
concessions which restricted the 
powers of the democratic state 
because negotiations took place 
under unfavorable conditions 
caused in particular, by the peace 
accord signed by PW Botha and 
Samora Machel. These restric-
tions are contained in Section 25 
of the SA Constitution.

Section 25 provides for three 
methods of land reform includ-
ing restitution, redistribution and 
security tenure. It is generally 
agreed that the restitution of land 
to the victims of forced removals 
who are the majority of the land-
less masses has dismally failed. 
According to the Motlanthe Re-
port, it would take some 300 
years to restitute the land to vic-
tims of forced removals.

The Constitutional Court has also 
decided to prohibit further land 
claims until the old order land 
claims are resolved. This means 
that new land claimants must 
wait for 300 years before lodging 
their land claims. This situation is 
absurd and must be addressed. 
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The obstacle to land restitution 
lies in the Land Restitution Act 
(No. 22 of 1994) which  created 
a bureaucracy which makes land 
restitution virtually impossible. 
Besides, land claimants which 
were successful have not been 
benefiting from the restituted land 
because water and lights were 
retained by former land owners. 

The biggest obstacle to land re-
form is contained in Section 25 
(7) which limits the right of vic-
tims of forced removal to claim 
only the land which was lost after 
19 June 1913. 

The National Land Claims Act 
(No. 27 of 1913) which provided 
for this was based on the Lagden 
Commission which recommended 
the legislation of the land robbery 
which occurred  before the out-
break of the second Anglo Boer 
War 1899–1902. This means that 
the Natives Land Act (No. 27 of 
1913) visited the great historic in-
justice on African people.
 
The Candle of Hope, which rep-
resents Khoisan communities 

who lost their land before 1913 
have instructed lawyers to chal-
lenge the current interpretation 
of Section 25(7), which prevent 
them from claiming the lands they 
lost before 1913. Since the gov-
ernment failed and/or neglected 
to approach the Constitutional 
Court itself, it should provide fi-
nancial resources to the Khoisan 
and others who are approaching 
the courts to enforce their rights 
under international law and the 

dictates of historical injustice.

Alternately, the government 
should abide by the prevalent 
view of eminent jurists who say 
that section 25 does not prohibit 
victims of forced removals who 
lost their land before 1913, from 
claiming their land. Thus, the 
government should bite the bullet 
and expropriate the land without 
compensation for restitution to 
victims of forced removals who 
lost their land before 1913.

South Africa is now the most un-
equal society in the world with half 
of its population unemployed. The 
government interventions have 
not borne fruits because they have 
not addressed the land question 
which is the elephant in the room. 
The crisis situation facing South 
Africa has nothing to do with the 
ability or inability of the ANC gov-
ernment to govern. It is the legacy 
of British and apartheid land pol-
icy which has been carried over 
into the democratic South Africa. 

The historical injustice visited on 
the victims of forced removals 
lies in the fact that the British and 
apartheid authorities violently dis-
possessed African people of their 
land and its natural resources be-
fore the formation of the union of 
South Africa in 1910, leaving the 
African majority with less than 
7% of the total surface of South 
Africa. Violent dispossession of 
land and its natural resources 
was legitimized by the Natives 
Land Act (No. 27 of 1913) which 
was based on the recommenda-
tions of the Lagden Commission 
(1903–1905), which was appoint-
ed by Lord  Alfred Milner, the Brit-
ish High Commissioner in South 
Africa. It means that the reserva-
tion or restriction in Section 25 
(7) legitimates and entrenches a 
historical injustice contrary to the 
preamble of the Constitution.Khoisan activists raising issues affecting their community.

The biggest obstacle to 
land reform is contained 
in Section 25 (7) which 

limits the right of 
victims of forced 

removal to claim only 
the land which was lost 

after 19 June 1913. 

“

‘‘
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Towards the 2022 ANC National Policy Conference – 
A NEED FOR A NEW APPROACH

THE African National Con-
gress (ANC) is a mass 
based organisation firmly 
rooted in and oriented in 

the mantras “A Government of 
the people by the people for the 
people”; “The People Shall Gov-
ern”; “A people centred and peo-
ple driven development”; and that 
“No government shall claim just 
authority unless it is based upon 
the will of the people”.

Sometime this year the ANC will be 
congregating under two milestones 
with serious ramifications and im-
pact on the lives of the people.
 
To these “people” are a myriad of 
interest and civil society organi-
sations where there exist a social 
compact and contract with the 
ANC – student organisations, the 

labour movement and the work-
ing class under the South African 
Communist Party, and others. 

Out of these two gatherings, at 
the end, inter alia, three things are 
expected:
• Election of an impeccable 

leadership with the wherewith-
al to lead and unite the ANC 
and advance development un-
der common purpose predicat-
ed upon societal wishes and a 
people-driven and people-cen-
tred organisation. 

• An ethical leadership that 
would rid the ANC of the al-
batross of corruption and the 
heavy yoke incapacitating it to 
drive much needed develop-
ment in the ugly face of star-
vation, high food and oil prices 
and rising unemployment and 

abject poverty; and 
• Concrete economic interven-

tions and carving a new growth 
path for the country as a way 
of extricating the economically 
depressed from the mortifica-
tions of poverty and econom-
ic doldrums that have been a 
feature for the country, exacer-
bated by the ailing global econ-
omy and the economic impact 
occasioned by the coronavirus 
pandemic.

In light of these two gatherings, 
the mass based character of the 
ANC and its closer proximity, its 
intrinsic link with communities 
warrant a drastic shift in policy for-
mulation processes. This should 
assume prominence as the ANC 
approaches these milestones, 
and beyond.

n By George Magoma 
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This would herald a new approach 
that not only cements its symbiotic 
relationship with the broader soci-
ety but as a way of inculcating and 
re-instilling societal confidence as 
a socioeconomic key driver based 
on societal aspirations and as a 
drastic departure from a setup 
that’s not reflective of the views of 
all interested in the developmen-
tal trajectory of the country and 
the nature of society we aspire, 
its ability to eradicating  the triple 
challenges of poverty, unemploy-
ment and equality. 

Undeniably, the mass base char-
acter of the ANC is gradually erod-
ing thus leaving policy formulation 
in the hands of a few – a few that 
by omission or commission, acts 
of corruption and maladministra-
tion, decaying infrastructure and 
local government can rightfully be 
accused of the many problems 
besieging the ANC, thus account-
ing for the electoral decline and 
the proliferation of new political 
parties that graze into the ANC 
electoral base. 

These are the wedge drivers that 
would hang on anything on the 
feeding trough, assassinate their 
own comrades fie parochial ends 
to the detriment of the ANC and 
the country.

What is the role of civil society 
rooted in the Congress tradition? 
Many attempts were made in di-
agnosing the ANC as being on its 
death bed. 

These include many symptoms, 
especially the semi fatal wounds 
inflicted by the ANC on herself 
through the voracious and deadly 
hand of its members.

In the midst of these, can civil so-
ciety be a spectator? What are the 
implications of the death and/or 
ANC’s loss of power on the Nation-
al Democratic Revolution (NDR)?

Progressive civil society, the Con-
gress of the South African Trade 
Unions and the South African 
Communist Party have advocated 
for novel and radical interventions 
for the renewal and unity of the 
ANC.  

If we were to rebuild the ANC, what 
are the features of a renewed and 
united ANC?

And what inhibits the ANC to re-
deem itself in the face of all these 
glaring challenges and weakness-
es?

What type of leadership do we 
want? 

What do we do with chairs and fists 
throwers, including the bought vot-
ers who have no love for the ANC 
and the people but patronage for 
egocentric interests?

It’s time for progressive forces 
united under the Strategic Dia-
logue Group and other progres-
sive forces to rise and assume a 
space in the political sun by pro-
viding much needed leadership 
including inputs and contributions 
in any blueprint reflective of the 
voice of society.

This falls within the mass-based 
character of the ANC, social con-

tract, societal and civil society 
leadership. 

This intervention alters a antiquat-
ed model where a few traditional-
ly elected amongst themselves, 
detached from communities and 
spitting upon society through con-
spicuous consumption and crass 
materialism would no longer ex-
clusively decide over the future of 
millions of South Africans across 
the political divide through the Na-
tional Policy and National Confer-
ences that are not reflective of the 
aspirations of society and devoid 
of a popular voice designed to 
extricate the ANC and the county 
out of the current morass whose 
putrid smell is all over the political 
atmosphere. 

This threatens the future of the 
country and that of the ANC, with 
serious implications on the NDR. 
And the Freedom Charter. 

SDG should collaborate with the 
progressive civil society move-
ment, lobby and advocate for pol-
icy interventions congruent to es-
sence upon which the ANC pivots. 

George Magoma is Deputy Chairper-
son of the Strategic Dialogue Group 
and a member of the ANC Ward 9 
Branch, Mogale City. He writes in his 
personal capacity

ANCVL delegates at the 5th National Policy Conference
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LET me join the discussion 
published in ANC Today 
27 May 2022, in its section 
Conversation with the 

President titled “Racism is still 
part of our daily South African 
experience”, by saying why rac-
ism did not wither away after the 
1994 democratic breakthrough. 

Indeed, Mr. President, “race” and 
“racism” has a long history, ac-
cording to the rationale of Hegel. 
What was eminent in the crudest 
terms, Europeans philosophers 
“neutralized” inequalities in order 
to justify slavery and oppression 
of Africans. 

The ideas of Social Darwinism 
affected South Africa in the long 
colonial and apartheid history, in 
the ethnic and racial terms. Cate-
gories of white, African, coloured 
and Indian became part of the 
identity. This is because laws that 
existed were applied according 
to these categories. South Afri-
ca was constructed on the false 
ideas of Social Darwinism that 
categorized racial and ethnic la-
beling.
 
The recent outrageous act at the 
University of Stellenbosch that 
has sparked widespread anger 

in the country is a case in point. 
This was followed by 25th May 
2022, when Africans and people 
across the world were celebrat-
ing Africa Day. An ANC Mayor 
of Moqhaka found himself in hot 
water after using the “K” word 
in an attempt to explain and de-
scribe how Blacks are inherently 
violent. 

Recently, an old white woman 
was caught on video spewing 
vile epithets on how she hated 
Blacks. Both find themselves still 
trapped in “race and racist” ideas 
of Social Darwinism, as the ANC 

mayor said “Blacks are born vi-
olent”, and the old white woman 
believed that “Blacks” are asso-
ciated with “stealing and killing”.
 
Historically, South Africa was dis-
tinguished as an apartheid state, 
legally structured along the line of 
‘race’ resulting in gross social in-
equality. The word apartheid was 
introduced in the mid-1930s. The 
previous regime’s objective was 
to maintain “cultural identity” sep-
arate from other national groups 
in South Africa. 

Apartheid, literally means ‘apart-

Why Racism did not simply 
wither away after the 
28 years of democracy 

n By Bishop JM Moshodi
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ness’ or separateness in the Afri-
kaans or Dutch languages is the 
name given to a policy of sepa-
rating people by ‘race’. This is 
with regard to where they lived, 
where they went to school, where 
they worked and where they 
died. This notion became apart-
heid policy and that remained the 
official practice. Apartheid saw its 
demise in 1994 which became a 
milestone in the South Africa his-
tory. The country experienced a 
big shift in the balance of forces. 
However, Naicker (2010) agrees 
that “the most salient feature has 
been the racial boundaries that 
existed among black, white, co-
loured and Indian”.
 
The ideology as a midpoint of the 
Nationalist apartheid government 
committed to the maintenance 
of racial separateness and puri-
ty, which on the one hand, pos-
ited the idea of the dominance 
of white population and on other 
hand, exploited and marginalised 
black South Africans. During the 
reign of the apartheid regime, 
the social construction was in-
tertwined with inequalities and 
injustices. This was not innocent. 
Its makings can be traced to laws 
such as the Population Registra-
tion Act of 1950 which ruled that 
South Africans would have differ-
ent rights and privileges based 
on ‘race’.  

Apartheid, a political and eco-
nomic system built on ‘race’, 
required that each citizen be is-
sued an identity document stat-
ing his or her race as either Na-
tive (Black), White or Coloured. 
“Coloured” defined people who 
were neither white nor “native”, 
a catch-all category primarily for 
people of mixed race. Other leg-
islation was in place to categorise 
people of Indian descent.
 
Race identity heightened in 1961, 

when Hendrik Verwoerd the Na-
tionalist Party (NP) enforced 
Separate Development Act stem-
ming from the Groups Areas Act 
of 1950. By promulgatibf racism, 
apartheid defined the South Afri-
can nation as consisting of white 
people only, therefore making 
black people’s claims to equal 
rights in South Africa null and 
void by definition. African culture 
was constructed as an indelibly 
different and immutable feature 
of all black people, such that 
to allow black and white ‘race’ 
groups to co-exist was to encour-
age conflict akin to two warring 
nations. This concept was  de-
fended by apartheid’s support-
ers using quasi-multiculturalists 
arguments that constructed sep-
aration as being in the best inter-
est of black people themselves 
who, by nature, belonged with 
and could only achieve intimacy 
and self-contentment with ‘their 

own kind’.
 
In South Africa the impact of rac-
ism has been profound. It struc-
tured the ownership and frontiers 
of the country and the memories 
and minds of millions of people. It 
continues to undermine optimism 
and the nation’s will to realize 
wealth for all.
 
Racism and inter-group relations 
are talking points in South Africa 
today, quite surprisingly, after 28 
years of the passing of apartheid. 
The intensification of race issues 
has been amplified in recent 
months by more media reporting. 
It has been on instances of racial 
friction or conflict in various parts 
of the country and in a diversity of 
situations. So frequently do such 
reports appear that at times the 
society seems trapped in the old 
categories and attitudes of the 
apartheid system.

Historic 1994 Elections
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Lodge (2014) makes a pro-
nouncement that what happens 
next is a phenomenon that oc-
curs on such a regular basis, it 
upholds a structurally unequal 
status quo. Of the same mind, 
Schlemmer (2012) throws four 
questions namely: ‘is this a case, 
however? To what extent are 
the attitudes and interaction of 
people in the new South Africa 
still structured by racial defini-
tions? Are racial patterns per-
sisting or ameliorating? How do 
race-linked issues rank among 
the other very serious socio-eco-
nomic problems that exist in our 
society?’ What needs to be ful-
ly understood is to why racism 
did not simply wither away after 
apartheid. Of course, an appro-
priate anti-racist strategy cannot 
be developed without a correct 
diagnosis of the problem.
 
In 1994, a democratic govern-
ment was born and formulated 
an aim to restore human dignity 
and high on its agenda was rec-

onciliation between races. There-
fore, a rainbow nation was born. 
 
Former President Thabo Mbeki 
(2000) quotes Antjie Krog in a 
book titled “Country of My Skull”. 
Here Krog recites Constant Viljo-
en’s remark during the Truth and 
Reconciliation Commission “the 
Afrikaner can no way detach him-
self from the past. But we must 
be allowed to make for ourselves 

an honourable role in the new 
dispensation. The Afrikaner feels 
disempowered, unsafe, his lan-
guage is threatened, his educa-
tional structures are in pieces – in 
short, the Afrikaner feels flooded 
by the majority and he has no-
where to turn”.
 
The official formal shift from apart-
heid to the ‘new South Africa’ has 
not been conterminous with eco-
nomic, political and social situa-
tions of the majority of citizens. 
This observation vindicates Van 
Marle’s assertion that the search 
for a post-apartheid jurisprudence 
‘might forever be postponed’; 
that the ‘post’ in ‘post-apartheid’ 
will be delayed.  According to 
Magubane, Africans under the 
British rule  experienced the full 
meaning of the application of the 
race master theory (Magubane, 
2001).  The basic social process-
es invoked by the term racism are 
quintessentially social phenome-
na. It is about labeling and social 
learning group categories, iden-
tity, feelings, beliefs, and related 
cognitive structures.

Bishop JM Moshodi is a member  of 
the ANC Fidel Castro Branch, Ward 
27 in Mangaung, Free State and ANC 
FS Elections Manager. He writes in 
his personal capacity.

Celebrating the “New” South Africa
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 The dangers of the enlarged 
Eye of The Needle

IT would be interesting to know 
how the inaugural leadership  
of the ANC under John Lan-
galibalele Dube would have 

reacted to the current state of the 
ANC. Often times, when things 
are not going the way it’s expect-
ed, human beings tend to take a 
pause and reflect.

The situation now in the ANC re-
quires that kind of manifestation, 
and not only short term clarifica-
tion, rather long lasting explana-
tions and solutions. All these will 
require men and women of char-
acter to embody, both in spirit and 
action, the original clarion call 
made at the conceptualisation 
and initiation of the ANC by Pix-
ley Ka Isaka Seme, “The demon 
of racialism, the aberrations of 
the Xosa-Fingo feud, the animos-
ity that exists between the Zulus 
and the Tongaas, between the 
Basutos and every other Native 
must be buried and forgotten...”  

The words of Pixley Ka Isaka 
Seme are but part of the whole 
manifestation needed today to 
reinvigorate our innate love to 
our people and the country. 

It is common understanding that 
such men and women subscribe 
to the policies and owe their alle-
giance to the oath of the ANC:
“I, […], solemnly declare that I will 
abide by the aims and objectives 
of the African National Congress 

as set out in the Constitution, the 
Freedom Charter and other duly 
adopted policy positions, that I 
am joining the Organisation vol-
untarily and without motives of 
material advantage or personal 
gain...” 

Again, notwithstanding that the 
ANC is a voluntary organisation; 
at no stage will one be coaxed to 
join it against his/her will. 

Cogently, everyone joins the 
ANC as an individual, having un-
derstood both the policies and 
constitution in their entirety. 

Through the Eye of the 
Needle
The document, ‘Through the 

n By Ben Sediane

Eye of the Needle’, coupled with 
the constitution, and the oath tak-
en are guiding us as to what kind 
of character, ethical and moral 
compass are needed and/ or re-
quired to be eligible for being vot-
ed into leadership positions. 

The point which needs emphasis 
is that, it is not compulsory for 
anyone to be elected to leader-
ship positions. It’s important to 
take note that leadership of any 
organisation is there and/ or ex-
ist to pursue organisational pro-
gramme; and had to be elected 
through rigorous process of en-
suring that the elected comrade 
will meet the set guidelines of the 
ANC constitution, conform to the 
oath of the ANC and fit the Eye of 
the Needle.

The demon of racialism, the 

aberrations of the Xosa-Fingo 

feud, the animosity that exists 

between the Zulus and the 

Tongaas, between the Basutos 

and every other Native must be 

buried and forgotten...”

“

PIXLEY KA ISAKA SEME
Founding Member and 

5th President of the ANC
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 The Enlarged Eye of the 
Needle
Surely, we’ll all agree that imme-
diately after the unbanning of the 
ANC and other liberation organ-
isations, especially those who 
were in the alliance and affiliated 
to the   MDM fold; should have 
moved with speed for the re-
building and renewal of the ANC. 
Be that as may be, the material 
conditions under which we found 
ourselves operating, especially 
when we had to contest the par-
liamentary/municipal elections, 
should have propelled us and 
afforded us an opportune time to 
have renewed the ANC.

Looking at all the reputational 
damages the organisation did go 
through, the question then arise 
– which eye of the needle was 
applied to deploy this comrade/
person?  In answering that ques-
tion; will anyone saying that ‘the 
comrade/person was deployed 
through the enlarged eye of the 
needle’ be wrong?

Where to now
We need to make the ANC to 
have the membership which will 
in all material time, fight corrup-
tion in every form it presents it-
self. In this way, we will earn our 
mantle in society and we can with 
no shred of doubt claim to be the 
leader of society. This is the bet-
ter way to own up to the member-
ship of the ANC.

In order for the ANC to be alive 
with the above mantle, an inten-
sive review of the current mem-
bership is needed as the current 
ANC membership has been dilut-
ed. There’s been an illusion and 
believe, which is contrary to what 
the oath stipulate, (… that I am 
joining the Organisation vol-
untarily and without motives 
of material advantage or per-

sonal gain …); that joining and/
or being in the ANC is to accumu-
late wealth and prestige. 

Through the eye of the needle 
document has been and still con-
tinues to be altered to accommo-
date some amongst us who ha-
ven’t gone through the trials and 
tribulations of the struggle, who 
never bothered to make self-in-
trospection to check whether 
they can fit the eye of the needle, 
and who bypass, ignore and be-
little every single prescripts that 
seeks to guide the member of the 
ANC.

The character of some people 
who have joined the ANC has 
left some of us wondering what 
kind of people we accept/allow 
to be in the same ANC with us. 
The example to the latter asser-
tion can be cited to this growing 
tendency of launching social me-
dia campaigns to have “comrade 
so and so to be  our chairperson, 
secretary etc.” Can’t we as hon-
est, loyal and committed cadres 
of the movement use our energy 
and time towards rebuilding and 
renewing the ANC first. 

Although we’re not prohibited 
to lobby for our preferred can-
didates, but there can be better 
ways which will not tear the ANC 
apart, and derail the organisa-
tion in its programmes. The other 
tendency is the one of “hands off 
Comrade so and so”, which has 
become prevalent against certain 
decisions that are taken by the 
mandated constitutional struc-
tures or bodies entrusted with 
powers to make those decisions 
or verdicts.

In our endeavours of rebuilding 
and renewing the ANC, let’s act 
in consonant with each other as 
the descendants of those great 
revolutionary ancestors and af-

firm the clarion call made by Pix-
ley Ka Isaka Seme “…These di-
visions, these jealousies, are the 
cause of all our woes and of all 
our backwardness and ignorance 
today.”

The ANC used to make bound-
less efforts to have anyone ap-
plying and/ or recruited to join 
it being vetted. Internally, in the 
MDM structures, comrades used 
to be very vigilant and got to great 
length of being cautious for those 
who are planted in the structures 
by the security branch as agent 
provocateurs to come and sow 
confusion and divert the organi-
sation from its core objectives. 

All those measures have been 
abandoned, whether intentionally 
or unintentionally (a question that 
needed to be addressed). 

For the ANC to find itself in an en-
vironment where it can cleanse 
itself, let’s make sure that every-
one re-join the ANC and he/she is 
subjected to rigorous screening 
and vetting (the modalities can 
be worked out by our comrades 
who were in the ANC Security 
Department). 

Critical to all these processes, let 
us all be honest, loyal and com-
mitted to the ANC. Let’s put the 
ANC, our people and country be-
fore our personal desires. 

Let’s all be the real and honest 
disciples of what has been start-
ed many years ago by our rev-
olutionary ancestors. Let’s not 
fail them and their movement, 
the ANC, solely because we are 
greedy to be in the leadership so 
that we control the state coffers. 

Let’s put our country and our 
people first.

ANC LIVES!  ANC LEADS!
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THE Renewal and Unity 
programme of the ANC 
constitutes perhaps one of 
the most critical and signif-

icant programmes in the 110 year 
of existence of the ANC.

Taken as a Resolution of the 54th 
Conference held at NASREC in 
2017, it is fast gaining momentum 
and capturing the imagination, 
hearts and minds of the nation 
across the sectoral spectrum.

The recent All Inclusive ex-MK 
Unity Conference (AIEMKUC) 
held on 27–30 April 2022 in East 
London, has landed its full weight 
behind the ANC Renewal and 
Unity programme.

The majority of the delegates, 
representative of all the ex-MK 
generations declared in unison 
that never will they allow their 
glorious movement to die in their 
lifetime and certainly not under 
their watch. 

That ex-MK gathering was the 
first of its kind since the advent 

of the formation of uMkhonto we 
Sizwe (MK) as the people’s army 
led by the ANC on 16 December 
1961. 

In their sequence and numbers, 
they stood up to be counted.  
The Luthuli, June 16, Moncada,  
Isandlwana, Madinoge, Young Li-
ons, Barney Molokoane Detach-
ments, as well as those internally 
trained and Self Defence Units 
(SDU’s’) came out in droves to 
pledge their unwavering support 
to Renew and Unite the ANC.

Perhaps more importantly, they 
made a strong call for the urgent 
redress of the dire socio- eco-

nomic conditions facing the for-
mer MK freedom fighters.

It is saddening and indeed an 
indictment to the entire society, 
that after 28 years of freedom 
and democracy that the nation 
now enjoys, the majority of those 
men and women who sacrificed 
their all to bring it about contin-
ue to live in dire socio-economic 
conditions.

While there are some achieve-
ments, albeit small relatively 
speaking, like the provision of 
housing, education support and 
skills development, there is still a 
lot to extricate many from squalor 
and destitution, high unemploy-
ment and poverty that  continues 
to be their way of life with their 
families. 

The delegates were determined 
to pursue the realisation of the 
aspiration as enshrined in the 
Constitution of the Republic 
which states that: 
“We, the people of South Africa; 
Recognise the injustices of our 

MK Liberation War Veterans 
pledge to advance Renewal 
and Unity of the ANC and 
former MK Combatants 

n By Mbulelo Musi
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past Honour those who fought for 
justice and freedom in our land”.

Also, of significance was the 
presence under one roof of those 
who were erstwhile rivals under 
the banners of MKMVA and the 
MK National Council.

Robust and at times very hot de-
bates ensued leading to almost 
two-day delay to the commence-
ment of the Conference.

Those hot debates also included 
disagreement on the recognition 
of the ANC National Working 
Committee decision to vote on 
whether the conference should 
proceed as was planned.

The majority voted for the Con-
ference to go ahead whilst the 
minority voted against. The latter 
unfortunately decided to leave 
Conference. 

Persuasions of those dissent-
ing were engaged by the Con-
ference Steering Committee but 
could unfortunately not yield the 
desired outcomes as only a few 
returned to the Conference.
 
“We will continue to open doors 
for engagement with all in order 
to achieve maximum unity of Ex-
MK as resolved by the 54th Con-
ference of the ANC held at NAS-
REC in December 2017,” said  
the member of the NEC of the 
ANC and Chairperson of the NEC 
Peace and Stability Sub-Commit-
tee Comrade David Mahlobo.

The sixty years of MK history in-
structs that throughout its exis-
tence, MK and its veterans have 
always considered themselves 
as ANC cadres first; as disci-
plined cadres who through their 
Code of Conduct and other in-
struments of discipline, have al-
ways been guided by the ANC 

Constitution, Code of Conduct as 
well as policies.

Thus far, there is no record of MK 
cadres seeing themselves and 
their existence outside the ANC.
 
The commonly accepted refer-
ence is of the ANC as “The Moth-
er Body” by all MK generations.

The two historic ANC Consulta-
tive Conferences at Morogoro 
and Kabwe in 1969 and 1985 
respectively reflect that MK has 
always been a very critical, ro-
bust yet constructive component 
of the ANC.  It has always raised 
very strong criticism of some of 
the outdated and ineffective poli-
cies of the MK and proposed rev-
olutionary alternative changes.

Thus, MK earned the honour of 
being referred to by the late Pres-
ident of the ANC and Command-
er in Chief OR Tambo as “the 
most advanced detachment of 
the ANC and the liberation strug-
gle.”

Its hallmark has throughout its 60 
years of existence been that of a 
disciplined, politically and ideo-
logically well trained cadreship 
which is unwavering in its loyalty 
and commitment to the total liber-
ation of the people of SA.

For that, MK earned the respect 
of the ANC and the Alliance, the 
people of South Africa and pro-
gressive humanity the world over.

MK’ s hard-earned place of 
honour and  glory was through 
supreme sacrifices and heroic 
deeds of the likes of Vuyisile Mini, 
Wilson Khayingo, Zinakile Mka-
ba, Joe Gqabi, Chris Hani, Solo-
mon Mahlangu, Gordon Dikebu; 
Basil February, Janet Schoon, 
Nokuthula Simelane; the Moroka 
Trio,  Matola, Maseru and Gabo-
rone raids, and the Angolan war 
casualties. The list is endless. 

It was in recognition of that glori-
ous history of ex-MK cadres that 
the Deputy President and the 
President, Cdes David Mabuza 
and Cyril Ramaphosa, in their 
opening and closing addresses 
of the AIEMUC, made a clarion 
call to ex-MK cadres to join the 
efforts towards Renewal and Uni-
ty of the ANC.

They both urged former MK Com-
manders and Commissars to join 
the fight against rampant fraud 
and corruption, factionalism, as 
well as other alien tendencies and 
malfeasance afflicting the ANC.

The AIEMKUC, held under the 
theme Renewal, Unity, Welfare 
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and Discipline, successfully 
concluded its deliberations on 
30th April 2022 with the adoption 
of the Conference Declaration 
and Resolutions that reiterated 
those commitments.

An Interim Structure (IS) com-
posed of three representatives 
from each Detachment and two 
provincial representatives was 
nominated at the AIEMKUC to 
lead henceforth for the period of 
24 months.

The IC is representative of the 
cross spectrum of ex-MK in terms 
of race, creed, gender, genera-
tions and geographic spread.

The AIEMKUC resolved that 
henceforth, the envisaged re-
newed and united ex-MK or-
ganisation would be referred to 
as MK Liberation War Veterans 
(MKLWV), its mandate being 
amongst others to lead the new 
Constitution making process for 
two years. 

The Interim Committee (IC) of 6 
comprising of 4 males and two 
females was in turn nominated 
from the Interim Structure to lead 
the new Constitution-making and 
other relevant programmes over 
the two years:
a)  Dan Hato 
 Convenor
b)  Nonkonzo Molai 
 Deputy Convenor
c)  Mottoman Nkosi 
 Coordinator
d)  Nomfundiso Kulati 
 Deputy Coordinator
e)  Dr. Lulamile Xate 
 Treasurer 
f)  Mbulelô Musi 
 National Political Commissar.

Given the mammoth tasks ahead, 
and in-line with the AIEMKUC 

mandate, two additional mem-
bers were co-opted:
g)  Buyiswa Sizani 
 Women portfolio
h)  Thami Ntenteni 
 Spokesperson. 

The IC of the MKLWV is already 
hard at work to take the ex-MK 
Unity Conference Resolutions 
forward with a sense of urgency, 
unity of purpose and action. 

These include inter alia the fol-
lowing:
1. The relentless advocacy for 

the urgent redress of the dire 
socio- economic plight of ex-
MK combatants.

2.  The continuation of the efforts 
towards the unity of all ex-MK 
combatants.

3.  The preservation and promo-
tion of the great legacy and 
heritage of MK and the libera-
tion struggle, starting with the 
immediate roll out of the 60th 
Anniversary of MK celebra-
tions.

4.  Facilitating the speedy review 
of  the legislation affecting the 
liberation struggle, Military 
Veterans in general and MK 

veterans in particular such as 
the MV’ Act 18, 2011. (Act)

5.  Engage the DMV with the view 
to transform and improve its 
capacity to deliver effectively 
and efficiently, all the11 Ben-
efits and services outlined in 
Section 5 of the Act.

6. To work tirelessly towards the 
advancement of Renewal and 
Unity of both exMK communi-
ty and the ANC.

7. To embark on provincial visits 
to give feedback to all the ex-
MK cadres and stakeholders 
as well as facilitate the estab-
lishment of interim coordinat-
ing structures.

8.  To champion the fight against 
Gender Based Violence, main-
stream women emancipation 
issues and paying particular 
attention and focus in ex-MK 
women freedom fighters. 

9.  To promote and preserve the 
rich liberation legacy, heritage 
and culture of MK towards 
social cohesion and nation 
building.

Mbulelo Musi is MKLWV National 
Political Commissar.

President Cyril Ramaphosa closing the ex-MK Unity Conference
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The impact of small 
businesses on the economy

SOUTH Africa has hundreds 
of thousands of small busi-
nesses – so many that they 
contribute over 40% of our 

country’s gross domestic product 
and employ two-thirds of all South 
African workers. This means that, 
the more support they receive, 
the more people they can em-
ploy, and the more successful our 
country becomes.

Small Business Friday is South 
Africa’s biggest small business 
movement and it’s back for the 
eleventh consecutive year. To-
day is the official launch of the 
Small Business Friday 2022 sea-
son. The movement is brought to 
the nation by the National Small 
Business Chamber (NSBC) and 
sponsored by Absa. ‘Small Busi-
ness Friday is when we salute 
and celebrate the mainstay of 
our economy and the engine of 
our society, placing extra empha-
sis on mobilising the nation to go 
big by supporting the small’ says 
Mike Anderson, NSBC Founder & 
CEO.

Anderson says that the NSBC 
and Absa anticipate enormous, 
nationwide support for this un-

matched and meaningful move-
ment again this year. It’s a 365-
day drive that elevates every 
Friday and peaks on Small Busi-
ness Friday – the biggest small 
business day of the year, which 
is always the first Friday of Spring 
every year.

The aim is to mobilise and encour-
age the nation to give greater sup-
port to small businesses. If more 
can support local small business-
es, these small businesses will be 

n By Progressive Business Forum 

able to build their infrastructure 
and employ more people from the 
local communities, therefore alle-
viating unemployment and driving 
job creation. This is meaningful 
nation building.

Small Business Friday continues 
to put small businesses across 
South Africa firmly in the spot-
light, by encouraging consumers, 
business, and Government to 
support, visit and spend at a small 
business all year round, especial-
ly on Fridays, and particularly on 
Small Business Friday.

“As part of broader efforts to 
transform the economic compet-
itiveness of the country, Absa is 
fully committed to support SMEs 
along their journey by building 
strong relationships with them 
and creating innovative solutions 
that meet their unique needs,” 
says Christine Wu, Managing 
Executive for Customer Value 
Management at Absa Retail and 
Business Bank. “The launch of 
the Absa Small Business Friday 
campaign underscores our com-
mitment to this vital segment and 
connecting individuals to commu-
nities.”
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10 – 17 June 2022
Source: SA History Online, O’Malley Archives and The Africa Factbook (2020)

10 June 1990 
Miriam Makeba returns to 
South African

World music icon, actress and 
anti-apartheid campaigner re-
turned to South Africa after 31 
years in exile. Her iconic career 
earned her the name Mama Afri-
ca of music, and she also starred 
in films Come Back Africa (1959) 
and Sarafina (1992). 

11 June 1977
Police arrest Student 
leader Dan Montsitsi

Almost a year after the June 16 
Soweto Student Uprising, Secu-
rity Police announced the arrest 

of Soweto Students’ Representa-
tive Council (SSRC) leader Dan 
Sechaba Montsitsi. Four NUSAS 
members were also arrested for 
the same reason, namely plans 
to commemorate the Soweto up-
risings. Dan Montsitsi went on to 
become a leader of the civic and 
mass movement, and a mem-
ber of parliament after 1994. He 
passed on in August 2021. 

11 June 2010  
Opening game of the 2010 
FIFA Soccer World Cup in 
South Africa

Opening of the FIFA Soccer 
World Cup Finals in 2010, the 
first to be held in Africa, with the 
match between South Africa and 
Mexico (1:1 draw). Later that day 
France played against Uruguay 
in the second match of the day, 
also with a draw and no goals.

12 June 1917
Ansuyah Ratipul Singh, 
medical doctor, community 
worker, poet born
On 12 June 1917, Dr Ansuyah 

Ratipul Singh, medical doctor, 
novelist and community worker, 
was born in Durban. She moved 
to London where she completed 
her degree in Medicine at the Uni-
versity of Edinburgh in 1944. In 
1946, Dr Singh returned to South 
Africa and became involved in 
the Passive Resistance Move-
ment in Durban. She published 
numerous professional articles. 
Although Dr Singh was known for 
her medical work, she was also 
known as a novelist and the au-
thor of two three-act plays; with 
Behold the Earth Mourns (1961) 
her most well-known. Dr Singh 
also lectured widely to students 
on a range of topics ranging from 
health and family planning, to the 
arts and the role of women in the 
Indian community. Dr Singh was 
also an accomplished pianist, 
and a talented amateur drama-
tist. She continued her medical 
work until her death in 1979.

12 June 1963
Hitherto Coldest day in 
Pretoria
The coldest day in Pretoria in 

THIS WEEK IN HISTORY
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recent history was on 12 June 
1963. The temperatures plum-
meted to a minimum of -3, 6 and 
a maximum of 7, 5 degrees Cen-
tigrade. It had been a 110 years 
since temperatures were that low 
and it has never been as cold 
since. In winter the daily average 
maximum temperatures in Preto-
ria is 20 degrees with a minimum 
of 1 degree centigrade.

12 June 1964
Rivonia Trial judgment 
delivered
The Rivonia trial, which changed 
the course of South African his-
tory, judgment was delivered on 
this day. Eight of the accused 
Nelson Mandela, Govan Mbeki, 
Walter Sisulu, Andrew Mlange-
ni, Dennis Goldberg, Raymond 
Mhlaba, Elias Motsoaledi and 
James Kantor were found guilty 
and sentenced to life imprison-
ment in the Pretoria Supreme 
Court. The accused may have re-

ceived the death penalty, but for 
a national and global campaign 
to prevent this.

12 June 2005 
Queen Makobo Modjadji 
VI, dies after a sudden 
illness

On 12 June 2005, Rain Queen 
Makobo Modjadji VI died in a 
hospital in Polokwane, Limpopo 
Province. Rain Queen Modjadji 
VI is a direct descendent of one 
of the royal houses of Mono-
motapa, which ruled over the 

Zimbabwean people in the 15th 
and 16th century. Rain Queen 
Modjadji VI began her reign in 
April 2003; when she succeeded 
her grandmother Mokope Modj-
adji V. Makobo Modjadji VI is the 
first Rain Queen to have received 
formal education, and went on to 
complete high school. The leg-
end of the Rain Queen has been 
told for centuries, as even King 
Shaka Zulu is said to have asked 
for her blessing. 

13 June 1964 
Nelson Mandela and fellow 
Rivonia Trialists arrived on 
Robben Island 

Nelson Mandela arrives on Rob-
ben Island to start his lifelong 
sentence, along with fellow Ri-
vonia trialists –  Walter Sisulu, 
Ahmed Kathrada, Govan Mbeki, 
Raymond Mhlaba, Elias Mot-
soaledi and Andrew Mlangeni. 
Dennis Goldberg was separated 
from the group because he was 
white, and served his sentence in 
Pretoria.

13 June 1912 
South Africa Defense Act 
paves way for Union 
defense force
The South Africa Defense Act 
was passed, and the Union De-
fense Forces (UDF) formed, inte-
grating forces from the two British 
colonies and two Boer Republic 
that formed the Union of SA in 
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1910.  This was the forerunner of 
the South African Defense Force 
and after 1994, the non-racial 
and non-sexist SANDF.

14 June 1898
France signs the Niger 
Convention
The convention was an agree-
ment between France and Britain 
about the portioning of West Af-
rica.  The partitioning mostly de-
fines borders in the West African 
region today, These decisions 
determined the borders between 
former British or French colonies 
of Nigeria, Ghana, Cote d’Ivoire, 
and Benin (formerly Dahomey). 
Sometimes borders divided rel-
atives and people who had pre-
viously belonged to the same 
ethno-linguistic groups. A person 
who fell on the French side of Ni-
geria-Dahomey border, for exam-
ple, might have learned French as 
a second language and migrated 

to the colonial capital Cotonou. 
Her cousin on the Nigerian side 
of the border, on the other hand, 
may have learned English as a 
second language, and migrated 
to the Nigerian colonial capital of 
Lagos.

14 June 1985
Artist Thami Mnyele 
assassinated

On this day, graphic artist, ac-
tivist and member of Umkhonto 
we Sizwe, Thamsanqa (Thami) 

Mnyele was shot and killed by 
the South African government in 
Gaborone, Botswana where he 
was in exile. In Gaborone Thami 
participated in the anti-apartheid 
cultural organisation, the MEDU 
Art Ensemble.  After killing him, 
the apartheid agents confiscat-
ed his work and soon after dis-
played it on national television as 
evidence of his so-called terrorist 
activities. His works have not yet 
been recovered.  

14 June 1977 
Afrikaans Language 
Monument
The ‘Afrikaanse Taal Monument’ 
(Monument of the Afrikaans lan-
guage) near Paarl, is handed to 
the state.  The idea of monument 
to the Afrikaans language was first 
raised in 1942, a local committee 
was established to raise funds 
for it, but it only came to fruition 
when taken over by the whites 
only Afrikaanse Taal en Kultuur 
Vereeniging (ATKV) in 1963.  The 
Paarl municipality provided the 
land (83 hectars) for free for this 
purpose, building started in 1972 
and was completed in 1974. The 
design of the Taal monument rep-
resents the diversity of the origins 
of Afrikaans, as well as the sym-
bolism of a bridge between Eu-
rope and Africa.  The monument 
today also symbolises the debate 
and challenge by black South Af-
ricans who spoke the language, 
pointing towards the influences 
of indigenous languages and the 
Malay language to Afrikaans, in 
addition to its Dutch origins.  After 
1994, the monument remained 
part of South Africa’s national 
monuments.

15 June 1860 
First nursing school 
opened
Florence Nightingale, seen as 
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the founder of the modern nurs-
ing profession opened the first 
school for nursing at St Thomas 
Hospital in London.

16 June 1976
Students March and 
Police brutality spur 
1976 Uprising
Students marched from Morris 
Isaacson High in Soweto to pro-
test against the introduction of Af-
rikaans as a language of instruc-
tion in schools.  This sparked off 
violent response from the police, 
the killing of young student Hec-
tor Peterson, and a country-wide 
student uprising which forever 
changed events in South Africa. 
After 1994, following lobbying by 
youth and student organisations, 
the day was declared as South 
African youth, a public holiday 
and annually commemorating the 
bravery of the 1976 generation. 

16 June 1983
Rev James Calata born
Rev. James Arthur Calata, born 
in Cradock in 1930, a founder 

of the ANC Youth League, Sec-
retary General of the ANC, Defi-
ance campaign volunteer passed 
on. Rev. Calata was also a clergy 
from the Anglican Church. 

17 June 1991
De Klerk’s whites-only 
parliament repeal some 
Apartheid laws
The whites-only Parliament vote 
to repeal some of the key laws 
that formed the foundation of 
apartheid, namely the Population 
Register Act of 1950 (that stripped 
the majority of black South Afri-
cans of citizenship, with citizen-
ship supposed to be only in the 
bantustans); the Group Areas Act 
and  the Land Act (which together 
with Bantustan acts, preserved 
87% of land for whites); and the 
Separate Amenities Acts, which 
segregated amenities – from 
public toilets, benches, beach-
es, cinemas, shops, sports facili-
ties, transport facilities, hospitals, 
etc – between whites and non-
whites. This was seen as part of 
the process of removing the legal 
basis of apartheid.
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INTERNATIONAL AND 
NATIONAL DAYS
10 – 17 June 2022
Source: www.un.org and African Factbook (www.au.int) 

12 June 
World Day Against Child Labour

This day emerged out of the work of the Interna-
tional Labour Organisation to discourage child la-
bour across the world.  The theme for 2021 is “Act 
Now. End Child Labour”, as an estimated 168 mil-
lion children globally are required to work. 

11 June 
World Knit in Public Day
Although we now 
buy most of our 
jerseys and wool-
en clothes ready-
made, knitting re-
mains a creative 
way for thousands 
across the world 
to make some-
thing with their own 
hands.  Knitting is 
not only creative, 
but also relaxing 
and World Knit in 

Public Day bring together knitters, men and wom-
en, young and old, to share their love of knitting. 
South Africans use this day to also do the “67 blan-
kets for Madiba”, to contribute warm knitted blan-
kets to homeless people.

13 June 
World Albinism Awareness Day 

People with albinism face multiple forms of discrim-
ination worldwide. Albinism is still profoundly mis-
understood, socially and medically. The physical 
appearance of persons with albinism is often the 
object of erroneous beliefs and myths influenced 
by superstition, which foster their marginalization 
and social exclusion. This leads to various forms 
of stigma and discrimination. In some communities, 
erroneous beliefs and myths, heavily influenced by 
superstition, put the security and lives of persons 
with albinism at constant risk. These beliefs and 
myths are centuries old and are present in cultural 
attitudes and practices around the world. One of 
the most prominent South African persons living 
with Albinism was ANC leader from the North West, 
Reverend OJ Tselapedi.

14 June 
World Blood Donor Day
This day is led by the World Health Organisation 
(WHO), to celebrate people who regularly donate 
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blood and the role that they play in health systems. 
According to the WHO, very few seconds, some-
one, somewhere, needs blood; and transfusions 
of blood and blood products save millions of lives 
every year. Blood and blood products are essential 
to care for women with pregnancy and childbirth 
associated bleeding; children with severe anemia 
due to malaria and malnutrition; patients with blood 
and bone marrow disorders, inherited disorders of 
hemoglobin and immune deficiency conditions; 
people with traumatic injuries in emergencies, di-
sasters and accidents; and patients undergoing 
advanced medical and surgical procedures.

14 June
UN World Day Against Elder Abuse
Around 1 in 6 older people experience some form 

of abuse and rates of abuse may be higher for 
older people living in institutions than in the com-
munity. Elder abuse can lead to serious physical 
injuries and long-term psychological consequenc-
es. It is predicted to increase as many countries 
are experiencing rapidly ageing populations. The 
global population of people aged 60 years and old-
er will more than double, from 900 million in 2015 
to about 2 billion in 2050. South Africa also has 
more older people, with life expectancy up from 54 
years in 2006 to 64 years in 2018. There are now 
about 4.8 million South Africans over the age of 
60 in a population of 57.7 million people (Stats-
SA, Midyear Population Estimates, 2018). In 2011, 
more than half of elderly persons lived in extended 
households, and in the same year, about 19.9% 
of households were headed by an elderly person.  
Institutions like the SA Human Rights Commission 
and NGO’s work with the elderly, to protect their 
rights. Sources: https://www.un.org/en/events/elde-
rabuse/ and StatsSA

16 June 
African Union Day of the African Child

This day was adopted in 2011 by the African Union 
Heads of State and Government, to focus attention 
each year on the situation of children in Africa.  It 
coincides with the celebration of the contribution 
of youth and students to the struggle in South Af-
rica. The AU has an African Charter on the Rights 
and Welfare of Children. It has been ratified by 41 
countries. The Democratic Republic of Congo, Sao 
Tome and Principe, Sudan and South Sudan are 
the only four countries that have not signed the 
Charter.  

16 June 
International Day of Family Remittances
This day is observed by the United Nations, to 
draw attention to how migrants (internal and in-

World Blood 
Donor Day

14th 
June
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ternational) contribute to their families. According 
to the UN, “the day recognizes the contribution of 
over 200 million to improve the lives of their 800 
million family members back home, and to create 
a future of hope for their children.” Half of these 
flows go to rural areas, where poverty and hunger 
are concentrated, and where remittances count 
the most. South Africa also has its own history of 
the migrant system, where men and women left 
home to find jobs in cities and on mines and send 
money home to their families. Since 1994, more 
and more people have migrated to the cities, and 
also send money home to their families in rural ar-
eas.  Some South Africans – nurses, teachers and 
other professions – also work outside of the coun-
try and send money home.  This day celebrates 
their contribution to their families. 

17 June 
World Day to Combat Desertification 
and Drought
Desertification refers to the degradation of land 
in arid, semi-arid and dry sub-humid areas.  And 

when there are long droughts (no rain), this be-
comes even more of a problem.  This is as a result 
of human activities and weather changes. This day 
celebrates the work done by communities, govern-
ments, civil society and international organisations 
to prevent desertification. Across Africa, countries 
are trying to do this through various projects. Proj-
ects include educating farmers so that they do 
not allow their life stock - cattle, goats, sheep – to 
overgraze; crop rotation to help land recover; and 
planting more trees.  The African Union has a proj-
ect, called the Great Green Wall, to plant a wall of 
trees (1km wide and over 8000 km) that stretches 
from Eritrea and Djibouti in East Africa, to Senegal 
on the West of Africa, to stop and reverse desert-
ification of the Sahara/Sahel.  In South Africa, the 
very dry semi-arid and desert areas of the Karoo 
and Namakwa are at risk of desertification, also 
as the western part of the country gets dryer be-
cause of climate change.  Former Bantustan areas 
are also prone to desertification, because so many 
people were forced to survive on small parts of the 
country. Government has therefore started proj-
ects to rehabilitated land and fight land degrada-
tion in Sekhukhune district in Limpopo, the Mkhuze 
catchment area in KwaZulu-Natal and Machubeni 
catchment management in the Eastern Cape.
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IN an article on the Statistics 
South African website ahead of 
June, Youth month this year, it 
noted that “South Africa’s youth 

continues to bear the burden of 
unemployment”.  The article notes 
that there are 10.1 million young 
people in the 15-24 year age 
group, and 37% of them are in the 
Not in Employment, Education or 
Training or NEET category.   

As has been so often repeated, 
youth unemployment in our coun-
try, including such sub categories 
as NEETs and unemployed grad-
uates, constitute a national cri-
sis, with the unemployment rate 
for 15-24 year old’s standing at 
63,9% and for those aged 25-34 
years, at 42,1%.

The book “The Dynamics of Mar-

The Dynamics of Marginalized Youth. 
Not in Education, Employment, or Training Around the World   

by Levels et al (Eds). 

(2022. Routledge)

ginalised Youth”, edited by Lev-
els and others focuses on OECD 
countries, with specific attention 
to  the problems of NEETs in 
these mostly first world countries. 
It notes that 7% of young people 
in the Netherlands fall within the 
NEET category, as against over 
30% in Turkey, with an average 
for OECD countries of 15%.  The 
book seeks to understand the 
phenomena, as well as examine 
the efficacy of policy interventions 
– both labour market and educa-
tional – interventions to address 
the NEET problem. 

The interventions are worth ex-
amining in our context, because 
they do not prescribe a silver bul-
let, but instead a continuum of 
policies, from (a) Early interven-
tions; (b) Policies to reintegrate 

NEETs, divided into policies 
aimed at making youth school 
to work transition easier as well 
as active labour market policies 
(ALMP); (c) Profiling and tracking 
of NEETs, and (d) effective insti-
tutions, policies, funding and pro-
gramme.  What’s left out here is 
the need to focus on increasing 
the aggregate demand for labour.  

As South Africa celebrate Youth 
Month in 2022, with the theme fo-
cusing on Youth Unemployment, 
we should examine these inter-
ventions and develop a compre-
hensive youth employment strat-
egy for the country, instead of the 
current interventions that may be 
working to one degree or anoth-
er, but not part of an overall strat-
egy and therefore lacking impact. 
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murdered         Harambee         National Youth Service         NYDA       
eighteen         ageism         intergenerational          employment       
stereotypes         Europe         discrimination          Mahlengi Bhengu       
Asanda Luwaca        mainstream         drug abuse           Dr Rose Muthuri       
Stacey Fru         Boipelo Awuah    

DOWN
1.  Think about something, people as a single story.
2.  Youngest PhD graduate, she was 24 in 2021.
4.  Voting age in South Africa (and other places).
5.  NYDA has to ensure youth ... in society.
6.  Combat ageism by policies against
8.  First National Youth Commission Chairperson (1996).
9.  Discrimination affects young people in health, politics and ... 
10.  Social ills faced youth.
12.  Structure for youth in government.
13.  Skateboarder and youngest African at 2020 Tokyo Olympics.
15.  In 2008, almost a quarter of a million of young people under 
 30 were ... 

ACROSS
3.  Author who published book before age of 16.
7.  Young people in ... report more ageism than other groups.
11.  Youth Employment Accelerator and social enterprise.
14.  Current NYDA chairperson.
16.  Programme touted in the RDP started again by government.
17.  Prejudice or discrimination based on age.
18.  Inclusive approach .... solidarity.

WORD BANK

#YouthDay2022


